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So also, In his commentary on the
Gospel of Matthew, Chap, xv., dealing
with the episode of the Syro-Phoenician
woman, Origen remarks : " And perhaps,
also, of the words of Jesus there are some
loaves which it is possible to give to the
more rational, as to children, only; and
others as it were crumbs from the great
house and table of the well-born, which
may be used by some souls like dogs."

Celsus complaining that sinners were
brought into the Church, Origen answers
that the Church had medicine for those
that were sick, but also the study and the
knowledge of divine things for those who
were in health. Sinners were taught not
to sin, and only when it was seen that
progress had been made, and men were
"purified by the Word/' "then and not
before do we invite them to participation
in our Mysteries. For we speak wisdom
among' them that are perfect."1 Sinners
came to be healed: " For there are in the
divinity of the Word some helps towards
the cure of those who are sick . . .
Others, again, which to the pure in soul

1 Ibid. bk. III. ch. lix.